





                                                                  GTGR REVIEW, 18
The entire creation is made of invisible elements called "atoms."  Hebrews 11:3 

(written 2000 years ago): "Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that things which are seen were not made of things which do appear." The Bible claims that all creation is made of invisible material. Science then was ignorant of the subject. We now know that the entire creation is made of invisible elements called "atoms."
Germs:   Leviticus 15:13 (written 3000 years ago): . . . And when he that has an issue is cleansed of his issue; then he shall number to himself seven days for his cleansing, and wash his clothes, and bathe his flesh in running water, and shall be clean. 

GTGR  REVIEW #141  (4-23-13)
ARCHEOLOGY  

Psalm 85:11  Truth springs from the earth . . . 

Luke 19:40  But Jesus answered, "I tell you, if these become silent, the stones will cry out!"

“At the time of his lecture, Professor Nelson Glueck stated, “I have excavated for thirty years with a Bible in one hand and a trowel in the other, and in matters of historical perspective I have never found the Bible to be in error.” http://www.answersingenesis.org/articles/nab/does-archaeology-support-the-bible 

“Archeology has in a most astonishing manner rediscovered whole nations and important peoples known heretofore only from obscure Biblical references. The Hurrians (the Bible Horites) who now occupy a prominent place on the stage of ancient history, were, until very recent times, known only from scattered Biblical passages, which were looked at askance and with grave critical suspicion, until archeology called attention to this ancient people, and again vindicated the Bible. The same is true of the Hittites, whose remarkable history has been revealed by the famous excavation of Winckler at Boghaz-Keui in Asia Minor in 1906 and following.”  Ibid

" ‘At this time there was a wise man called Jesus, and his conduct was good, and he was known to be virtuous. Many people among the Jews and the other nations became his disciples. Pilate condemned him to be crucified, and to die. But those who had become his disciples did not abandon his discipleship. They reported that he had appeared to them three days after his crucifixion, and that he was alive. Accordingly, he was perhaps the Messiah, concerning who the prophets had reported wonders. And the tribe of the Christians, so named after him, has not disappeared to this day’ (Antiquities 20:200).
SOLA SCRIPTURA, the Scriptures only, is no longer the basis for the Christian faith for most people these days. It’s out of fashion;  old school, has lost its prominence among professing Christians. Experience is the hot item today. 

Expository teaching and exegesis from the original language is OUT!  Conversation, dialog, and sharing is in. Ambiguity, vagueness, and the mystical is celebrated. People worship at the altar of FEELINGS. Incense and candles add to the sensory-driven worship. Anything resembling propositional doctrine is not to be found in post-modern emerging churches.

Lenard Sweet is a noted leader within the Emergent Church movement. He wrote a book entitled, The Gospel According to Starbucks and he calls it an “EPIC spiritual experience”.

 “That Sweet elevates experience over propositional truth is unmistakable in his book. ‘Right belief’ should not hold the upper hand over a believer’s experience. The Gospel According to Starbucks, Leonard Sweet, Colorado Springs: WaterBrook, Press, 2007, p. 171

“Christianity should not be viewed as a belief system with a distinct worldview, but as an experiential ‘conversation’ with God and others.” Ibid p. 172




     
                   


                               GTGR REVIEW, 189
“And the content of faith, i.e. non-negotiable truths about Christ, is a matter of polemics best reserved for ‘divinity schools’ not churches.” Ibid p. 5

You may be thinking that all this experiential stuff is only found around the fringes of Protestant evangelical churches and is absent in major denominational churches. Think again. Those who crave “an emotional spiritual experience”, “doing something spiritual”, or “experience God through a ritual” can easily find churches on nearly every corner that will satisfy their craving.

Desiring emotional experiences rather than the Word of God is a huge problem and is a distraction and a deterrent to growing up spiritually. 

2 Corinthians 6:11-12 . . . Our [Paul and other Bible teachers] mouth has spoken freely to you [teaching you B.D.], O Corinthians, our heart is opened wide [they continued to grow spiritually themselves] .  12) You are not restrained [from reaching spiritual maturity] by us, but you are restrained in your own affections [Gr. SPLAGCHNON, inner parts, bowels, stomach, meaning emotions].

Philippians 3:17-19 . . . Brethren, join in following my example [in advancing to spiritual maturity], and observe those who walk according to the pattern you have in us [others also advancing] . 18) For many  [believers] walk, of whom I often told you, and now tell you even weeping, that they are enemies of the cross of Christ,  19 whose end is destruction  [SUD],  whose god is their appetite  [Gr. KOILIA, bowels, stomach, womb, meaning emotions]  and whose  [human] glory is in  [to]  their shame, who set their minds on earthly things [were distracted by the details of life].

Romans 16:17-18 . . . Now I urge you, brethren, keep your eye on those who cause dissensions and hindrances contrary to the teaching which you learned, and turn away from them. 18) For such men are slaves, not of our Lord Christ but of their own appetites [Gr. KOILIA, emotions]; and by their smooth and flattering speech they deceive the hearts of the unsuspecting.

After awhile, normal emotional stimulation doesn’t work, it takes more to get one emotionally aroused. The following are a few of the extremes that people will go to get “emotionally high spiritually” which they call worship: Crowing like a rooster, barking like a dog, extreme uncontrollable laughter, uncontrolled crying, being stuck to the floor, going into a trance being unable to move or speak, shouting, screaming, chanting, speaking gibberish, handling snakes, jumping, dancing, whirling around in circles.

An article in American Demographic magazine focused on what Americans want and desire. According to it, people of our day claim they are:

“Into spirituality, not religion [traditional worship, singing hymns, giving, and teaching the Word] . . . Behind this shift is the search for an experiential faith, a religion of the heart, not the head. It’s a religious expression that downplays doctrine and dogma, and revels in direct experience of the divine, whether it’s called the 'Holy Spirit' or 'cosmic consciousness' or the 'true self'. It is practical and personal, more about stress reduction than salvation, more therapeutic than theological. It’s about feeling good, not being good. It’s as much about the body as the soul . . . Some marketing gurus have begun calling it 'the experience industry'.”   Richard Cimino and Don Lattin, “Choosing My Religion,”     American Demographics, April 1999, p. 62

There is a bumper sticker that reveals how far people have been “dumbed down” and how priority number one with them has become fun and entertainment. It reads: 

“There is no right or wrong . . .

only fun or boring.”
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“There is very little understanding or desire for biblical truth and theology even among Christians. The Bible is not being expounded in many pulpits today. Christian radio saturates the air waves with talk shows and psychology experts. Christian magazines aimed at the laymen are full of testimonies but devoid of solid spiritual food, and far too few believers study the Word for them- selves. As a result, we are a spiritually starved people who are no longer able to discern truth from error.”  Gary A. Gilley, This Little Church Went To Market, Xulan Press, 2002, p. 23
GTGR  REVIEW  #142  (4-25-13)
GETTING IT STARTED

Perhaps the hardest thing about witnessing is getting the conversation started. There is no one-size-fits-all statement that fits every circumstance. There are so many varied circumstances, plus everyone is different, coming from different backgrounds and belief systems. The Holy Spirit motivates and helps us in our witnessing efforts, but it may still be helpful to know a few ideas as to how to get a conversation started with an unbeliever 

Of course your location and the amount of time you have to witness are factors that must be considered in how you approach an unbeliever. If you have plenty of time, you can chat with a person to find out what they already think that will help you in steering the conversation towards the gospel.

This is just a sampling of what can come from a simple question that opens the door for giving someone the gospel. Here are a few more possible door openers:

Do you know what will happen to you after you die?

Are you afraid of death?


Do you have eternal life?


Do you know where will you spend eternity?


Have you ever wondered about heaven? 


Are you good enough to go to heaven?

Does everyone go to heaven when they die?


Do you ever worry about going to hell? 


How bad must someone be to go to hell?


Did you know no one goes to hell for their sins?

Do you think a person can know if he is saved?


How do you think a person is saved from hell? 

Are you saved?


Do you know how to be saved?


Have you heard about the good news?


Do you know what the Bible says about J.C.?

Why did Jesus Christ die on the cross? 


What do you think about Jesus Christ?

If I give you a few Bible verses, will you read them?

What would say to someone who told you they go to St. Michael’s, or to the Church of Latter Day Saints, or to a Kingdom Hall?

If you had less than a minute to witness to someone, what could you do?

a. Give them a CBC card and tell them to go to the website and click on the “big red button”.

b. Give them a booklet like “What Are You Working For?”

Acts 17:2-3, 17, 18:4-6, 19:8-9:
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Our job is to reason with people and persuade them to accept the gospel, not argue or pressure them.  
GTGR  REVIEW  #143  (4-30-13)
GETTING IT RIGHT

SOLA FIDE, “faith alone”, is the heart of the gospel. Man is justified before God by his faith in Christ alone, NOT by faith plus works.

The following is a verse that is misunderstood by many who try to include works in salvation.
2 Corinthians 5:10  For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may be recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad [PHAULOS, worthless].
Sometimes we wonder why so many people reject the gospel even though it is easy to understand. The Bible gives us the answer.

2 Corinthians 4:3-4    And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing,     4) in whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 

The number one tool Satan uses to blind people is RELIGION. (Luke 8:11-12, 2 Thes. 2:9-10, Eph. 2:1-2, Col. 2:8 & 20, Gal. 3:4 & 9, 
WHAT GOD DID IN ORDER TO SAVE MANKIND

Since God has perfect righteousness and justice, a perfect sinless substitute had to be provided in order to save the human race.

God could not be the substitute because God cannot die, man could not because he is an imperfect sinner. The only solution was for God to become man to die for our sins. The God man – Jesus Christ.

A God-man could do what man couldn’t do, be sinless, and what God couldn’t do, die. The theological term for God-man is “hypostatic union”.

a. Christ had to be born of a virgin.

b. He had to stay alive in order to get to the cross.

c. After He died, He had to rise from the dead.

d. The good news had to spread over the earth.

e. Spiritually dead unbeliever had to understand it.

DISTORTIONS OF FAITH:
1. “Faith given by God for salvation” distortion. How to handle James 2 . . . Faith without works is dead.
2. “The Law of Faith” distortion: "Faith that is strong enough will bring about whatever we want." Kenneth Hagin 

3. "Believers only need to live by faith, they don’t need to be bothered about all of that doctrinal stuff."  
4. “faith teachers” and their “Seed of Faith” The “faith teachers” who use this same money-raising technique learned it from Oral Roberts in the 1950s. Here’s the formula: for every dollar given to a ministry endorsed by John Avanzini, God returns to the donor $100.
5. “Word of Faith“ This is the shameful root of the entire positive confession movement with its seductively popular “prosperity gospel.” This false teaching panders to the basest human lust for riches: “Jesus was rich, therefore His followers must be rich.” 
6. “Point of Contact Faith” Televangelists reach their hands out and ask those in the TV audience who want prayer for healing or prosperity to put a hand on theirs on the TV screen and “agree” for an answer from God.
7. “Faith Promise” It is a technique for persuading people to pledge more than they otherwise would if they had to give it immediately. “My church is raising funds by a “faith promise.” The promise to give what one doesn’t have and can’t afford is supposed to allow God the opportunity to supply it.” 
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FALSE CLAIMS BASED ON HAVING ENOUGH FAITH:
HEALTH AND WEALTH:  Many believers believe the lies that becoming a Christian will bring one health and wealth. 

Romans 8:28   For we know that God works everything together for good (not goods)

“A pernicious and dangerous teaching is stalking our land. It has filtered into evangelical communication and thinking more than we realize. Unfortunately we have exported it to Europe and the third world where it has brought dissension and even schism. I am referring to what we may call “the gospel of greed.” 

“It is the prosperity gospel, health and wealth theology, the grab it and get it, name it and claim it, God is for our gain message which has such widespread currency in our time. One of the major textbooks of the movement is Mrs. Kenneth Copeland’s God’s Will Is Prosperity.” 
Vol. 9: Trinity Journal, David L. Larsen, 1988 (2) (209). Winona Lake, IL: Trinity Evangelical Divinity School.
“John Lennon sang, ‘I just believe in me, that is reality.’ The crooner sang, ‘I’ve done it my way.’  We now have on the newsstands the periodical Self. The best seller of awhile back put it boldly: Looking Out for Number One. Other book titles with religious flavoring include: Love Yourself, The Art of Learning to Love Yourself, Celebrate Yourself, You’re Better Than You Think, How to Write Your Own Ticket With God. Consider the arrogance and the depravity of these sentiments.”   Ibid
The health and wealth gospel is often associated with faith healing.

‘
“The assumption of advocates of the ‘Health and Wealth Gospel’ is that it is never the will of God for anyone ever to be sick. Healing comes through the exercise of faith. One must only ’name it and claim it,’ or ‘believe it and receive it.’ Believers under the influence of this “Gospel” are taught to talk to the disease. The mere commanding the disease with authority to be gone is sufficient to effect the healing itself.’”    Vol. 9: Trinity Journal,1988 (2) (166). Winona Lake, IL: Trinity Evangelical Divinity School
LIMITED ATONEMENT:
There are three objections that are often raised in opposition to the doctrine of unlimited atonement. But they are easily answered.   
1. OBJECTION: If Christ died for those who go to hell, what benefit have they from His death? 

Answer: We could just as well ask, What good did the bitten Israelites obtain from the brazen serpent to which they refused to look, Num. 21:8-9? None, of course, but nevertheless God received the glory for being a God generous enough to make provision for them.

2.  OBJECTION: If satisfaction has been made for all, how can any go to hell? 

Answer: God has provided atonement for all, but He has stipulated that this atonement becomes effective only for those who exercise faith in Jesus Christ. Deliverance from doom depends not on the atonement alone, but on the reception of it. It is a fact that human beings can starve in the presence of a free feast if they refuse to partake of it. 

3.  OBJECTION: Why would God have Christ die for those whom He, in His omniscience, knew would never receive His grace provision? 

Answer: We could just as easily ask a similar question in regard to numerous other events in Scripture. For example, Why did God send Noah to preach to his contemporaries if he knew they would not listen, 2 Peter 2:5? Why did God send the prophets to preach to the rebellious Israelites, knowing that on many of those occasions they would refuse to listen? The fact is, God made a provision for all people because He is a benevolent God. 

GTGR  REVIEW  #144  (5-2-13)                   
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Salvation cannot be offered to anyone for whom Christ did not die, yet it is to be proclaimed to all, “Preach the gospel to every creature”, Mark 16:15.
How could Paul tell the Philippian jailor to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and he would be saved if limited atonement is true? He would have no way to know if he was one of the elect or not. 

How could he tell the large audience at Antioch, “to you this word of salvation was sent”, Acts 13:26?  Surely not all of them were elect.
How can a just God hold sinners responsible for rejecting the gospel when:

1)  Christ did not die for them and 
2)  it’s impossible for them to believe apart from God supernaturally giving them the faith to believe which He withholds? 
IRRESISTIBLE GRACE 
   
This is a false teaching alleging that if you are one of the fortunate ones that God chose to save, you will receive the faith to believe the gospel and you will believe whether you want to or not.  You have nothing to say about it. 

Calvinists keep being confused because they keep making sovereignty and power the issue in salvation. The Calvinist’s God allows mankind no freedom of choice. He is so sovereign that He chooses who will and who won't be saved and then, He imposes grace and faith on those He decides to save.  

“Omnipotent power has nothing to do with grace or love or bestowing a gift. Indeed, just as God himself cannot force anyone to love Him (a coerced response is the opposite of love), so it would be the very opposite of grace to force any gift or benefit of 'grace' upon anyone who did not want to receive it.”      Dave Hunt, What Love Is This?, p. 281 
Romans 4:5  But to the one who does not work, but believes in Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is reckoned as righteousness . . .
John 3:18  He who believes in Him is not judged
John 3:36  He who believes in the Son has eternal life

The Calvinist quotes the following verse to prove that man cannot receive Christ from his own free will.
John 1:12-13   But as many as received [active voice] Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe [active voice] in His name,  13) who were born not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.

Salvation is from God, through faith in Christ. We don’t inherit it from our parents, we can’t will ourselves to be saved, nor can we will someone else to be saved. This means simply that the power to produce the new birth does not rest with anything or anyone but God.  
Ephesians 2:8-9    For by grace  [F]  you have been saved  [per. pas. part. M.]  through faith [F]; and THAT  [demonstrative pronoun, nom. sing. neuter]  not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; 9) not as a result of works, that no one should boast. 
They claim “THAT” refers to faith and not to grace or salvation. Normally when “that” is in the neuter gender, it must modify a word in the neuter gender, but if there are no words in its gender in the sentence, it refers to something mentioned in the context immediately preceding.

What is the context of the four verses preceding verse 8? It is clearly the grace of God providing salvation, the word “faith” is not even mentioned.
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If no one could believe in Jesus Christ apart from God giving us the faith to believe, then the words “faith” and “believe” would have to be in the passive voice. But these words are always in the active voice, indicating that the person believing the gospel produced the action of the verb, not God.

Note that the following verse says that “you are unwilling”.  It does NOT say, “you are unable” to come to Christ.
John 5:40  . . . and you are unwilling to come to Me that you may have life. 

Matthew 23:37  "Jerusalem, Jerusalem, who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to her! How often I wanted to gather your children together, the way a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, and you were unwilling.

Acts 7:39   Our fathers were unwilling to be obedient to him [Moses], but repudiated him

Irresistible grace demands that a person be regenerated before he believes, saying that it is the regeneration that enables him to believe. This all takes place without the consent or even the knowledge that this has taken place. 

But no one in the Bible ever receives eternal life, God’s righteousness, or is born again or regenerated before they have faith in Christ. Regeneration is the result of faith, never the cause of faith! However there are scores of verses that show that faith comes before eternal life:

Acts 16:31   Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved . . . 

John 3:15-16   . . .so that whoever believes will in Him have eternal life.  16 "For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.

John 3:18   "He who believes in Him is not judged . . 

John 3:36   He who believes in the Son has eternal life;

John 6:47  Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes has eternal life.

These verses are clear; no one can be changed from an unbelieving sinner into a child of God without hearing the gospel. In response to faith in Christ, God creates spiritual life which we call the new birth. No one has this spiritual life until he has faith in Christ.

GTGR  REVIEW  #145 (5-7-13)
Calvinists say the elect will be saved but not by believing the gospel. They must be regenerated, born again by the Holy Spirit before they hear the gospel. But if they are born again before they hear the gospel, why do they need the gospel? How can one be saved without hearing the gospel?

The Bible says that faith comes from hearing the gospel. It doesn't say that faith is irresistibly infused into the elect by God.

Romans 10:17   So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ.
The problem is, they don’t understand what we call “common grace”. God makes the gospel clear to the spiritually dead unbeliever. 

Matt. 16:16-17, John 16:7-8, 1 Thess. 1:5

PERSEVERANCE OF THE SAINTS:   

“Definition:  “They whom God hath accepted in His beloved, effectively called, and sanctified by His Spirit, can neither totally nor finally fall away from the state of grace: but shall certainly persevere therein to the end and be eternally saved.” A. A. Hodge, Outlines of Theology, p. 542
What is meant by “fall away from the state of grace”?

What does “persevere therein to the end” mean? 
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Louis Berkof gives us the answer in Systematic Theology, p. 546: This implies perseverance of the saved;

“Perseverance may be defined as that continuation of the operation of the Holy Spirit in the believer, by which the work of divine grace that has begun in the heart, is continued and is brought to completion.”

The New Hampshire Confession of Faith:

“Such only are real believers who endure to the end . . . their persevering attachment to Jesus Christ is the grand mark that distinguishes them from spiritual professors.” 

Matthew 24:13   But the one who endures to the end, he will be saved.

If we are eternally saved by believing in Jesus, we will go to heaven whether we endure or not. But if we must endure to be saved, then we were not saved when we believed in Jesus. Wouldn’t that be salvation by works? 

The Calvinist would say, “No! Enduring in good works doesn’t save anyone. It only indicates that one is truly saved.”  What’s the difference?  Either way, if good works are missing, there is no salvation.

How can someone know if he is enduring/persevering or not?  How many good works a day must he do to meet the standard?

How long can a believer “back-slide” before his salvation comes into question?  

If true believers can back-slide but always snap back before they die, then there would be no such thing as the sin unto death, would there? If there is no sin unto death for believers, why are they warned about it in Rom. 6:16 and 1 John 5:16? 

How can anyone be sure they are saved if assurance is based on enduring to the end?

Can’t unbelievers persevere in good works and live morally till the end of their lives?  
So how can people know if they are elect? How can they know if God gave them faith to believe or if they have a faith that isn’t genuine?

If all true believers endure to the end, why is there any need for the Judgment Seat of Christ to determine who will get rewards and who will not?  Wouldn’t all believers get rewards? 

Why did the Apostle Paul have to discipline his body so that he wouldn’t be disqualified from receiving the prize (rewards)?  1 Cor. 9:27

GTGR  REVIEW  #146 (5-9-13)
Can a person be a believer and not show it? Can they appear to be unbelievers?
John 12:42-43   Nevertheless many even of the rulers believed [aorist active indicative] in Him, but because of the Pharisees they were not confessing Him, for fear that they would be put out of the synagogue; 43) for they loved the approval of men rather than the approval of God.

(NASV)  Acts 15:5   But some of the sect of the Pharisees who had believed [part. perfect active] stood up, saying, "It is necessary to circumcise them and to direct them to observe the Law of Moses."
(NIV)     Acts 15:5 Then some of the believers who belonged to the party of the Pharisees stood up and said, "The Gentiles must be circumcised and required to keep the law of Moses."
(ESV)    Acts 15:5  But some believers who belonged to the party of the Pharisees rose up and said, “It is necessary to circumcise them and to order them to keep the law of Moses.”
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The question is, “Were these Pharisees believers?”  I say YES for the following reasons:

1. Verse 5 says they were believers.

2. The issue at hand was accepting Gentiles as fellow believers, their faith in Christ was not questioned.

3. Satan can use well intentioned, but misguided believers to blind the unregenerate world to the gospel.

4. Notice what Paul said to the believers in Galatia:

Galatians 1:6   I am amazed that you are so quickly deserting Him who called you by the grace of Christ, for a different gospel;
Galatians 5:2-4   Behold I, Paul, say to you [believers] that if you receive circumcision, Christ will be of no benefit to you.  3 And I testify again to every man who receives circumcision, that he is under obligation to keep the whole Law.  4 You [believers] have been severed from Christ, you who are seeking to be justified by law; you have fallen from grace.
Galatians 6:12-13  Those who desire to make a good showing in the flesh try to compel you to be circumcised, simply so that they will not be persecuted for the cross of Christ.  13 For those who are circumcised do not even keep the Law themselves, but they desire to have you circumcised so that they may boast in your flesh.
There is a critical distinction that must be made concerning adding works to faith. If at the point of gospel hearing a person rejects faith alone in Christ alone by adding works, he is not saved. However it is possible for one to be saved and then embrace false doctrines and claim that works must be added to faith in order to be saved. That person does not lose his salvation, he is still saved but he is in danger of severe divine discipline and of being disinherited.

Hebrews 10:26-29    For if we go on sinning willfully after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, 27) but a certain terrifying expectation of judgment, and the fury of a fire which will consume the adversaries.  28) Anyone who has set aside the Law of Moses dies without mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses.  29) How much severer punishment do you think he will deserve who has trampled underfoot the Son of God, and has regarded as unclean the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified, and has insulted the Spirit of grace?
“The unsaved Hebrews had a “knowledge” of Christ as the only sacrifice, and turning away from Christ there was nothing left but certain judgment. There was no other sacrifice to which they could turn. ‘But were they not sanctified by the blood of Christ?’ some-one asks. ‘Surely they were saved if they were also sanctified. Yet though sanctified they turned from Christ to a much sorer punishment then the law of Moses could mete out. I answer that one can be sanctified and not be saved. “p. 52
He goes on to reference 1 Cor.7:14-16 in order to prove one can be sanctified yet not be saved:

1 Corinthians 7:10-14  But to the married I give instructions, not I, but the Lord, that the wife should not leave her husband 11)  (but if she does leave, let her remain unmarried, or else be reconciled to her husband), and that the husband should not send his wife away.  12)  But to the rest I say, not the Lord, that if any brother has a wife who is an unbeliever, and she consents to live with him, let him not send her away.  13) And a woman who has an unbelieving husband, and he consents to live with her, let her not send her husband away.  14) For the unbelieving husband is sanctified through his wife, and the unbelieving wife is sanctified through her believing husband; for otherwise your children are unclean, but now they are holy.
There is a huge difference between being sanctified by the blood of the Covenant or the blood of Christ and being sanctified by a spouse in marriage. 
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These verses have nothing to do with eternal salvation. The Jews were strictly forbidden to intermarry with unbelievers, Deut. 7:3. Paul was giving instructions to husbands and wives who had unbelieving spouses that they should not be put away. Their marriage was acceptable to God and their children were not the fruit of an unclean union [shacking up or breaking the Mosaic Law concerning the prohibition of choosing a non-Jewish or an unbelieving spouse] but they are hallowed as the fruit of a union that was satisfactory to God.

The unbelieving spouse was sanctified (set apart) by the believing spouse because they were not just co-habiting and the unbelieving spouse and the children would be blessed by association because of the believing spouse.

These verses were taken completely out of context in order to support the blasphemous notion that one can be sanctified by the sacrifice of Christ yet not be saved !

John 10:27-28  My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me;  28 and I give eternal life to them, and they will never perish; and no one will snatch them out of My hand.

"Two things are said about the sheep. They 'hear my voice', says the Son of God, and “they follow me: (vs.27). Now look at this, and look at it well, here is perseverance! They will endure till the end (Matt. 24:13), they will not fall away, or draw back unto perdition (Heb. 6:4-6, 10:38-39), they will not go back fully and willfully unto sin (2 Pet. 2:20-22), for they hear the voice of Christ and follow Him!     p. 57

"The Christian so perseveres because it is God which worketh in him both to will and to do of His good pleasure. (Phil. 2:13), and ‘whatever God doeth, it shall be done forever: nothing can be put to it, nor anything taken from it.’ (Ecc. 3:14). . . He that perseveres in faith does so only through God’s gracious preservation; the believer’s perseverance is a work of divine grace and omnipotence. F. Pieper, Christian Dogmatics, Vol. III. p. 89
He is saying the believer’s perseverance in faith depends on a divine work of grace God produces in him. 

However, it is the believer’s position in Christ, not his perseverance in faith, that makes his eternal salvation secure. 

Note that the following believers did not persevere in faith:

· King Saul was certainly saved, 1 Sam.10:1, 6-11, 15:24-25, 28:15, who died the SUD, 1 Sam. 28:19.

· King Solomon was also saved, fell into reversionism, rebelled against God, and never repented.
· Lot was saved, chose to live in Sodom, in old age got drunk and copulated with his own daughters.

· King Amaziah  2 Chron. 25:2 and 27

· King Uzziah  2 Chron. 26:4 and 16-21

· A righteous man  [a believer]  can die  [physically]  because of his sins Ezek. 18:24.
· Carnal Christians disrespected the Eucharist and died the SUD, 1 Cor. 11:29-32.

· Ananias and Sapphira lied to the Holy Spirit and died the SUD, Acts 5:1-10.

"Suppose I lose my faith? It is only he that believeth on the Son that hath everlasting life; I have it only as long as I keep believing. You will never lose your faith in Christ, if it be true faith. . . He is not only the Author but also the Finisher or Completer or Perfector of our faith (Heb. 12:23). Five Points of Calvinism by Frank B. Beck
”But suppose I do not let Him? You cannot stop Him! He prays that thy faith fail not, and it will not fail! He is the finisher of that faith"!  Ibid
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Here again we see the erroneous idea of the security of the believer depending on his perseverance and not on the promises of God and his position in Christ. The author has made a grievous mistake in not separating faith in Christ at the point of believing the gospel from faith in Christ after salvation.

He makes no distinction between the faith that justifies from the faith that sanctifies or  experiential sanctification.  He has taken that which is experiential, and made it positional. He has made faith-rest a necessary component of eternal salvation. He has combined the top circle with the bottom circle. 

Again, the security of the believer DOES NOT rest on his perseverance  but  rests on the promises of God and his position in Christ.
He erroneously concludes that a person cannot be saved by faith in Christ when he or she hears the gospel. No, Calvinists think a person must “keep on believing” in order to be saved. It changes the decision to accept the gospel into a process of maintaining faith. If salvation is a process, no one could know if they are saved until the process is completed. So when has the process of believing in Christ been completed?   Calvinist's Answer:  When one dies. 

1 John 5:10-11   The one who believes in the Son of God has the witness in himself; the one who does not believe God has made Him a liar, because he has not believed in the witness that God has borne concerning His Son. 11) And the witness is this, that God has given  [v. aai] us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. 
Notice that John included himself in this verse and also notice that he was still alive when he wrote this. John knew that he had eternal life. How did he know? Because he had believed in the Son of God, not because he was enduring in a life of good works.

1 John 5:12-13    He who has the Son has the life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have the life. 13) These things I have written to you who believe   [part. pa]   in the name of the Son of God, in order that you may know  [v. ras]  that you have  [v. pai]  eternal life.

The Apostle John knew that eternal security was important so he confirmed that one can know for sure that he has eternal life. The one single way one can know if he has eternal life is on the basis of whether he has believed in the name [person] of the Son of God. 
